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2 Cor. XIII. 14. 


the Love of God and the Communion of 
the Holy Ghoft be with You All. Amen. 


Words 1s the Uſual Conclufion of 
St Paul's Epiſtles, and is very ſuitable 
oth to the Benevolent Spirit, and the Sublime 
ature of the Doctrine He preached. He does 
ot pray barely in the Words of a Pious Philo- 
opher, that God would bleſs them, but is di- 
n& in mentioning Each Perſon of the God- 
jead, and imploring the gracious Influence of 
ich for the Preſervation of their Perſons and 
rolperity of their Actions. He prays for their 
Welfare and Improvement under this Religion 
In the ſame Manner in which They had at firſt 
deen admitted into it; for as They had been 
baptized in the Name of the Father, Son, and 
oly Ghoſt, ſo They were to depend on the 
lame Protection throughout their Lives, and 
to commemorate Each Divine Perſon, in their 
n and every Religious Act and Office. 
A 2 Now 


e Grace of our Lord 2 efus Chr it, and 


Els Benediction in theſe or the like 
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hificulties only on the Other; by this Apoſtle) 
We are told clearly and expreſsly, that zhere 
re Three that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, 
he Word and the Holy Ghoſt, and Theſe Three 
re One. 1 Fohn 5. 7. By St Matthew We are 
; plainly aſſured, that by our Saviour's own 
iftitution We are to be initiated into the 
rofeſfion of his Religion in this fixed Form: 
ſn the Name of the Father and of the Son and 
the Holy Ghoſt : by which We equally ac- 
nowledge the Exiſtence and dedicate Our- 
ves to the Service of Each Divine Perſon. 
nd, left the Precedence given to the Pater- 
al Relation in both theſe Paſſages might pol- 
bly ſeem to imply any ſuperior Diſtinction 
Nature rather than Perſonality, in my Text, 
nd in ſome others, the Order is inverted, and 
he Son is placed even before the Father, not 
0 intimate any Priority of any Kind in Him, 
ut to ſignify their Equality in the Godhead, 
nd that on That Account it is indifferent, 
hich is firſt mentioned, ſo All are acknow- 
aged. The preciſe Notion. of the Perſonal 
Diſtinctions in the Deity the Scripture has not 
arther aſcertained than to ſhew demonſtrably, 
dat It amounts to more than a Diſtinction 
df Characters and Offices, and leſs than a Di- 
lintion of Beings and Eſſences; and Thoſe 

Fo | who 


61 


who have attempted to go deeper into the Ex 
planation of it, have been more ſucceſsful inf 
oppoſing Each Others Opinions than in eſtz, 
bliſhing their own; till in the End the Ge 
neral Faith was weakned even by Thoſe wh 
concurred in believing all that the Sacre 
Writings had taught concerning this Article 
and who fincerely acknowledged the real Dj 
vinity of the Father Son and Holy Ghoſt, and 
the Exiſtence of one only God. There i; 
indeed at firſt Sight a Myſtery in this Doctrine 
and it will ever continue ſuch after the be 
Explications of it; but it is ſufficient that, as fa 
as it is neceſſary to be known, it is clearly re 
yealed in Scripture ; --- that it is free from al 
Inconſiſtency, ſince the Diſtinctions of Perſo 
nality do not divide or deſtroy the Unity o 
the Divine Being; — and that all Interpret 
tions, which have croſſed this Article, have up 
on the ſtricteſt and moſt impartial Exam 
nation apparently ended in Abſurdities au 

Contradictions. But, tho this Doctrine 
the Holy Trinity be acknowledged as True, it. 
too apt to be conſidered as a mere ſpeculati 
Point; whereas tis certain the Apoſtles anl 
Firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity repreſented 
à See Dr Biſbyp's Lectures, and Mr Stephens's Excellent Sermo 
„ 2950515 DOE" CUPID 4 
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dherwiſe, and that it is indeed in its own Na- 
ure of a Practical Influence. It is thus par- 
ticularly introduced in this Paſſage in the Text. 
It is uſual with St Paul, whatever was the 
Occaſion of writing his Epiſtles,” always to 
anclude with ſome Directions and Advices for 
the Amendment of their Morals. Whatever 
ontroverſies He determines, or Whatever Do- 


ei tes Care in the End to remind them of the 
ine eceſſity of Holineſs, and to ſtir them up to 


ach Virtues as might adorn their Chriſtian 
ame and Profeſſion. He teaches them, that 


rede Intent of this Religion was to reform their 
n ares, and make them better Men, and that 


he peculiar Doctri nes of Chriſtianity had a pe- 
liar Tendency to work this Effect of Purity 
nd Goodneſs in their whole Converſation. 
Thus in this very Epiſtle, as Doctrinal almoſt 
nd Argumentative as Any, in this concluding 
hapter He exhorts the Corinthians earneſtly 
o Reformation, and as a Means to this End 
minds them of the Practical Influence of this 
Article, and endeavours to direct Them to the 


oring the Bleſſing of the Holy Trinity upon 
hem. The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the 
we of God and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt 
e with You All. Amen. In 


trines He explains in the former Part, ſtill He 


light Path and to ſupport them in it, by im- 
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In this Light therefore I ſhall proceed (Mfortanc 
illuſt rate this Article, and ſhall ſhew that Ton fo! 
Doctrine of the Trinity is not a mere ſpecaWodri: 
lative Truth, but that it is of immediate pr n 
ctical Influence, that is, of great ConſequeneMh payi! 
to the Right Diſcharge of our Duty to Go due 

Ourſelves and our Neighbours. on 
That it is an Article of high Importance t ten 
the Right Diſcharge of our Duty to our Ma cie 
ker, is the Firſt and cleareſt Part of the O ppoſe 
ſervation. For Right Notions of the Deining t 
muſt be neceſſary to the true Worſhip of Him at 
Honour and Adoration muſt be paid to Hine. 
according to the Nature and Manner of hiMnpor 
Perfections, as far as We can arrive at th er u 
Knowledge of them; and as This is proper This 
the Foundation of all other Duties, ſo an Erro the 
in This is ſaitably of the higheſt Importance Ttuth 
True Worſhip is the Baſis of true Religion au Hand 

Virtue; all Kinds of Idolatry having ever pro ur 
duced Superſtition in the Ceremonial and Corn t 
ruption in the Moral Parts of Duty, Now ti re C 
Rule is, that We muſt worſhip God as He i; Nero 
and therefore, if there be a Trinity of Divine jon, 
Perſons.in the Unity of the Divine Eſſence Irini 
the ſame Adoration muſt neceſſarily be due de f 


Each Divine Perſon. In this Light this Article Impu 
appears to be of the higheſt imaginable 1m\*oun 
portance. 


[9] 
ortance. If there be not ſufficient Founda- 

on for it in Scripture, We, who receive the 
hoctrine of the Church as ſet forth in the A. 
lungſan Creed, are plainly guilty of Idolatry 

paying Divine Worſhip to Creatures, which 
due only to the Creator ; ( for the Diſtin- 
non of ſuperior and inferior Worſhip has 


ficient Authority for it, then They who 
ing the Son and Holy Ghoſt of their Divi- 


iy and the Adoration due to them by Na- 
ure, On whichever Side the Truth lies, the 


hi nportance of it is unqueſtionable, and is ei- 
the ner Way of fundamental Conſequence, And 
er his very View of its Importance affords Us 


it the ſame Time a ſtrong Argument of its 
Truth and Certainty, The Revealed Com- 
nand is clear and expreſs, that All Men ſhould 
our the Son even as They honour the Father; 
nd the Behaviour of the Apoſtles and Primi- 
ve Chriſtians was ever ſuitable thereto. Their 
Devotions were directed to Each Divine Per- 
lon, and They prayed expreſsly to the Holy 


the Practice have been cleared from Idolatrous 
Imputation, if there had not been the ſame 
Im Foundation for the Worſhip of Each in the Di- 
incl B | vinity 


ten been ſufficiently expoſed) If there be 


poſe it are guilty of Blaſphemy in rob- 


Trinity. Now neither could the Precept nor 


which could not have been defenſible on Am 


Perſonalities by Reaſon or Revelation, makes 
not the leaft Difference in our Obligations 
when known; our Duty herein ariſing from 


[ 10 ] 


vinity of their Nature, if there had not beer 
an equality of the Perſons in the Godhead. 
Upon th Suppoſition there will follow indee 
a Neceſlity of paying Divine Honours to Each 
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Other. If God has manifeſted Himſelf unte 
Us in a Trine Perſonality, We muſt adore Hin 
according to the Method of his own Mani. 
feſtation, or We adore Him not, as We ought, 
in the Truth of his Perfections. Beſides, th; 
there will of Courſe ariſe Diſtinct Duties fro 
. diſtinct Acts and Offices of Each Perſon 

as repreſented to Us in Scripture, and We 
a offer ſuitable Returns of Devotion to our 
Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier: Whether 
We come to the Knowledge of theſe Diſtinct 


the Nature of the Truth itſelf diſcovered, not 
from the Manner only of diſcovering it. 1 
We are aſſured, that with the Father and Foun 
tain of the Divinity there co-exiſt an Eterna 
Son and Spirit, by whatever Means We att 
aſſured of this, yet We are equally obliged tc 
the Worſhip of theſe three Divine Perſons, 


That this Diſcovery is owing, as We acknovFWWe « 


_ it is, to Reyelation only, makes no Alters- in th 
tion 


[4] 


on in the Caſe or the Duty of Thoſe who are 
eſſed with this Revelation; but only ſhews 
that it is not neceſſary to Thoſe who have only 
the Light of Nature to direct them ; but that 
the Denial of this Article, which may be ex- 
mſable in the Ignorance of Heathens, is fun- 
damentally deſtructive of the Faith of Chri- 


m bans. It is ſo far from being a ſpeculative 


Point amongſt theſe, that it relates to the firſt 
Irinciple of Unity, the Object of Religious 


n this, there can be no Foundation for Pub- 
ick Devotion, no joint Adoration betwixt 
our Thoſe, who pay Divine Honours to the Di- 
vine Being only, and Thoſe who, in Contra- 
naß äction to the expreſs Teſtimony both of Rea- 


ona ame outward Expreſſions of Religious Invo- 
om cation to Thoſe whom They acknowledge 
They conſider only as created Perſons. -If then 
a ſuitable, that is, a Divine Reverence be due 
un to the Divine Perſons and Offices of the Son 


rag and Holy Ghoſt, as revealed in Scripture, if 


Publick Worſhip itſelf be a Practical Duty, then 
is this Doctrine alſo ſufficiently Practical in 
ons this Reſpect of our Duty to our Maker; and 
owe cannot join Communion with Thoſe, who 


era · in their Explanations of this Article run into 
tion B 2 either 


Worlhip ; and where there is no Agreement 


ſon and Revelation, ſcruple not to pay the 
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Parts of the Goſpel Doctrine; either Thoſe 
Scripture of the Divinity as well of the 8 


theſe only as different Names and Characters 
of one only Perſon; or Thoſe, who on the 
other Hand, convinced by the like Evidence 
from the ſame Authority, of the Diſtin Per. 
ſonality of Each, do therefore conſider them 
as diſtin Beings, denying conſequently the 


and aſcribing the Creation of them to the {ole 
Divinity of the Father; falling by the forme 
into the Error of Sabellius, by the latter into 
the Hereſy of Arius with all its various Sub- 
diviſions. Whereas the Scripture repreſent 
theſe Perſons to be ſo diſtinct as not to be One 
the Other; ſo united as to be only one perfect 
Deity : Or, as the Achanaſian Creed well es. 
preſſes it, The Catholick Faith is This, tha 
« We worſhip One God in Trinity and Trinity 
«in Unity; Neither confounding the Perſon: 
&« nor dividing the Subſtance.” 
And as This Doctrine is Practical with Re 
ſpect to the right Diſcharge of our Duty to 
God, ſo alſo with Regard to the Duty we ove 
to Ourſelyes, If the Connection of This doe: 
| nol 


E 

bot at firſt Sight appear, yet a little Attention 

0 it will ſufficiently explain it. This Reve- 

tion of the Doctrine of the Trinity is not a 
parate contemplative Doctrine, relating only 
0 the Manner of the Divine Exiſtence, in 

hich We are not concerned, but it has imme- 


ives Us a more perfect Knowledge of Our- 
ves as well as our Creator. For it is by the 
ets of the Operations of theſe Divine Per- 
the 
Irit, 
fole 
me 
into 
Sub- 
ents 
One 
rfect 
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{ons 


lanner of their Coexiſtence in the Godhead 
not explained to Us, (either perhaps be- 
zule We are not at preſent capable of com- 
rehending it, or are not intereſted in it, or 
vr other wiſe and good Reaſons) but it is by 
heir diſtinct Acts and Offices that their di- 
inct Perſonalities are revealed to Us; by 
he ſeveral Parts which They are repreſented 
s bearing in the glorious Oeconomy of our 


ter our Breach of the Firſt Covenant to ad- 
t Us to a Capacity of Pardon and Happineſs, 
nd to this End gave his only begotten Son, that 
Vhoſoever believeth in Him ſhould not per iſp, but 
ave Everlaſting Life. To fulfil this great De- 
c ovefWon, God the Son condeſcended to ſubmit to 
dope Abaſement of Incarnation, to unite in his 

not Perſon 


1 Re 
ty to 


late Relation to our State and Nature, and 


ons that They are made known to Us. The 


dedemption. . God the Father vouchſafed 
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Perſon the Divine and Human Natures, ane 
by the perfect Obedience of an unſpotted Life 
and the meritorious Sufferings of an Ignom 
nious Death, to offer a full and ſufficient Sat 
faction for the Sins of Mankind, procuring 
Acceptance for their Perſons, and requiring 
a like exemplary Purity in their Lives; --- T 
compleat the Scheme, and promote the Re 
formation and Salvation of the World, God thi 
Holy Ghoſt contributes likewiſe his graciou 
Aſſiſtance, inſpires Us with Good Thoughts 
and ſtrengthens our Holy Reſolutions; coope 
rates in every Inſtance with all our juſt Ende: 
yours, comforts the Heart of the Penitent, an 
enables Him to ſtand in the Day of Trial. Thu 
Each Divine Perſon bears a Share in the . 
ſtery of our Redemption, and contributes tt 
lead Us to Holineſs and Happineſs; and on thi 
Doctrine, on the Neceſſity of the Bleſſing and 
Gracious Influence of the Whole Trinity, Thi 
Benediction in the Text is apparently founded 
Now certainly a Chriſtian who believes all thi 
muſt look on Himſelf in a very different Ligh 
from any One who 1s unhappily Ignorant 0 
the Goſpel, or who perverſely rejects it, 0 
who more unaccountably evades this particul 
Article, tho He pretends to admit the Authc 
rity of this Revelation in general. For if V 
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ood of a Divine Perſon could expiate our 
Mences, If We have corrupted our Natures 
p grievouſly, that We are not able of Our- 
yes to turn to Repentance without the per- 


eve theſe Articles, We muſt look on Our— 


gelle in a much lower View, than Thoſe who 
th knowledge only their Obligations by Crea- 


jon, and expect to be juſtified at the great 
ay of Accounts by their own Righteouſneſs : 


nce and a deeper Senſe of Humility will be 


race and Condeſcenſion of thoſe Divine Per- 


M 
es ; us on our Behalf ; thro the Merits of Chriſt 
tone for paſt Offences, and the Grace of 


e Spirit to work in Us future Obedience. 
t the ſame Time that This Belief makes Us 


* ore Humble thro a Repreſenration of our 
] thi dect State by Nature, It gives Us likewiſe 
Lich higher Notion of our Priviledges by Grace, 
1 the nobler Pretenſions that We are entitled 
it, of by that Covenant, which We were admitted 
cue by Baptiſm in the Name of the Holy Tri- 
luth. How does it in this Reſpect raiſe our 
if VF"? of Ourſelves, and form Us to great and 


noble 


ure ſinned ſo heinouſly, that Nothing but the 


etual Aſſiſtance of a Divine Spirit, if We be- 


nd ſuitably more earneſt Exerciſes of Peni- 


t incumbent Duty, who know We are No- 
ng and can hope for Nothing, but thro the 


[ x6 ] 
noble Views, to conſider how much We au apo 
honoured by the Peculiar Offices of each Dilly i 
vine Perſon in our Behalf; that, beſides thMpiher i 
Bleſſings of Creation and Preſervation, the 
Eternal Son of God has once died for Us, anW"s L 
is now interceding for his faithful Diſci ples 
that the Eternal Spirit did heretofore nfo 
the Apoſtles and Firſt Preachers of Chriſti 
nity, and endue them with Miraculous Gift 
and Powers for the Propagation of it, and doe 
{till continue to help our Infirmities and fan 
ctify the Heart of every true Believer > Wha 
Dignity does it add to our Condition, beyon 
any natural Advantage, to conſider how mud 
Man is the Care of God, as revealed to H erati 
under this Diſtinction of Perſons, how mud 
Every Good Chriſtian is intereſted in the pe 

caliar Offices of Father, Son and Holy Gholt 
And how ſtrong is the Obligation to act lu 
ably to this Dignity of our covenanted Con 
dition, and with the humbleſt Senſe of All th 
is Natural in Us, to live up to the new Valut 
which God has ſtamped upon Us thro' the Re 
demption of Chriſt and Sanctification of ti 
Spirit? On Suppoſition of the Truth of t. 


Doctrine, which is confirmed by the whoie ff 
Tenour of the New Teſtament in numberl], 


Places and various Expreſſions, the PracticÞtere 
] 


4% 


jmportance of it is plainly viſible, and our Du- 

y is improved to higher * than on any 
ther Principle. 4 
For the ſame Reaſons We may add, that 
This Doctrine of the Trinity is practical even 
u the Inſtance that may leaſt be conſidered, 


vir" Regard ta the Diſcharge of our Duty to 

Wu: Neighbours. For ſince All are honoured # 
- Wy the peculiar Offices of theſe Divine Perſons, U 
de have or ought to have on that Account I 
{an higher Regard to Each Other. The Pa- ; 


arch Fob argues, and very ſtrongly, the Duty = 
f Kindneſs and Beneficence to all our Bre- Ul 
hren of the Human Species, from the Conſi- 1 
leration only of their joint Relation to our 
ommon Creator: Did not He, ſays He, that 
nale Me in the Womb make Him, and did not 
qe ſaſbion Os in the Womb ? Job 31.15, This 


- (ua doubtleſs a very proper Motive to mutual 
Con ection; but of how much ſtronger Force 
ua it, when We can carry on the Argument 


bus; Did not He that redeemed Me, redeem 
Others, and did not One faſhion Us in the 
New Birth > Are We not juſtified by the Me- 
its of the ſame Saviour, and regenerated by 
he ſame Holy Spirit > Did not Chriſt die for 
ll, and is not preventing and aſſiſting Grace 
Woitcred at leaſt to All? If then the Grace of our 
C © 


„ 
en, and died only as a Witneſs to confirm 


race be Nothing more than an happy Chain 
f ſuch natural Cauſes as concur to promote 


ion Reformation and Amendment of Life, then 


agb the great Conde ſcenſion and Favour of the 
ard opel is loſt, and We are left without any 
hallWropitiation for our Sins, or meritorious Title 


eem Acceptance and Reward. Every ſuch Sup- 

foMolition degrades Us to our natural State, 
od Wlkzves Us to our own Strength to perform good 
at orks, and to our own Merit to atone for our 


Aff. iquities. And even an Impartial Heathen 
orecWEight be ſenſible of the Conſequence. The 
vine ruth is, The Doctrine of the Trinity is ſo 
Joh r from being merely a Matter of Speculation, 


at it is the very Eſſence of the Chriſtian Re- 
gion, the Foundation of the Whole Revela- 


meli on, and connected with every Part of it. All 
ted Wat is peculiar to this Religion has Relation 
dome the Redemption of Chriſt and the Sancti- 
Our ration of the Spirit; and Whoſoever is en- 


leayouring to invalidate theſe Articles, is over- 
rowing or undermining the Authority of this 


created Being only, then the Myſtery of his 
. C2 Incar- 


je Truth of the Doctrine He taught, and if 


Viſpenſation, and reducing it to a good Mo- 


. IM Syſtem only, or Treatiſe of Ethicks. If the 
neerf9 ord, or Logos, who became incarnate, was. 
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Incarnation, ſo much inſiſted on in Scripture 
and the Love expreſſed to Mankind thereby 
ſo much magnified, dwindle into an intereſted 
Service; and a ſhort Life of Sufferings, con 
cluded indeed with a painful Death, is rewarded 
with Divine Honours, and a Creature advanced 
thereby to the Glory of the Creator; for the 
Command is plain and expreſs, that All the 4r 
gels of God ſhould worſhip Him. And have not 
many Saints and Martyrs undergone the Same 
Sufferings without the like glorious Recom 
pence? And 1s not the Advantage to Chrilt 
Himſelf by his Incarnation and Paſſion greater 
on this Suppoſition, than to Men, for who: 
Sakes the Sacred Writings repreſent this Scheme 
of Mercy undertaken? Again, if the Motions 
of the Holy Spirit, ſo frequently ſpoken of 
are only figurative Expreſſions, and do not ne 
ceſſarily imply any real Perſon, who is the Au- 
thor of them, or if this Perſon be only a cre 
ated Being, then We are deprived of all Hopes 
of Divine Aſſiſtance in our ſpiritual Warfare 
and have Nothing but our own Natural Abi 


lities to contend with againft the World, tne Us, 
Fleſh and the Devil. And is it not Amazing Din 
then that this Article could ever be repreſent-Wob th 
ed as a mere abſtracted Speculation, when ouFtions 
Deliverance. both from the Penalty and theſp the; 
TY _ Powers 


211 


ower of Sin does ſo plainly depend upon it? 
tis on this Account, that the Athanaſan Creed 


ſorenanted Method of Salvation thro' Chriſt, 
before all Things it is neceſſary, that He 
hold the Catholick Faith, after which fol- 
ys the Scriptural Account of the Doctrine 
f the Trinity. Caſes of invincible Ignorance 
r uncovenanted Mercy are not here ſpoken 


om ; but This is only a true Account of the 
1ri(Werms of Salvation according to the Sacred 
ter Writings, wherein a true Faith is made as ne- 
hole ellary as a right Practice, and This in parti- 


eme ar in order to that End. For Arianiſm, 
ion aniani ſm and All thoſe ſeveral Hereſies, of 
os bat Kind or Title ſoever, which deſtroy the 


Dwinity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, are in- 
ed no Other than different Schemes of Infi- 
elity; fince the Authority, End and Influence 
i the Goſpel are as effectually evacuated by 
ilowning the Characters in which our Re- 


d Us, as even by conteſting the Evidences of 
$ Divine Original. Theſe Notions plainly 
db» thoſe Two Divine Perſons of their Ope- 


c ws leſſen the Mercy and Myſtery of the 
| Scheme 


ay juſtly declares, that © Whoſoever would 
be ſaved, that is, would be entitled to the 
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emer and Sanctifier are there repreſented 


ations and Attributes, and of the Honour due 


$, WW. 


Fl EA 7 
. Tee WL 


1 


23 = — A 7 AV 2 2 
. 
r — 


ee YEE 
A - Sw ka” 4 
- -— 1 


22 
Scheme of our Salvation, degrade our Notion 
of Ourſelves and our Fellow-Creatures, alte 
the Nature of ſeveral Duties, and weaken tho, 
great Motives to the Obſervance of Al, whic 
true Chriſtianity propoſes to Us. 
If from this View of the Tendency of this 
Doctrine in itſelf We proceed to look inte 
Fact, We ſhall find the Argument yet more 
convincing. Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory will muc 
confirm the foregoing Obſervations on the 
Practical Influence of this Article. Whilſt the 
Doctrine of the Trinity was retained unſophi 
ſticated and undiſputed, It had its proper If 
fect in that genuine Purity, which it natural 
Inſpired. Chriftianity ſhone with a Luſtre 
which it ſoon after loſt, and never ſince reco 
vered; and its Profeſſors lived like Thoſe, whe 
thought They owed their firſt Hopes of Sal 
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vation, and their daily Progreſs towards it, d ta 
the immediate Aſſiſtance of no leſs than DivnQWcſcen 
Perſons. The Holineſs of their Lives refleceqgage 


Honour on their Faith, and thereby contri 
buted to the Extent and Propagation of i 
But from the Riſe of Arianiſm very different 
Effects very ſpeedily enſued. The Chriſti 
Name and Profeſſion ſoon loſt its Eſteem a 
mongſt Thoſe, who diſtinguiſhed not betun 
the particular Tenets of its profeſſed Diſciples 

an 


very 
awag 
ondi 
atien 
as t 
hen 
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id Cruelties were acted by the Arian Party 
hiſt in Power, which equalled if not exceeded 
he Rage of Pagan Perſecutions. Thoſe who 
d robbed their Redeemer of his Divinity, 
emed to have diveſted Themſelves of their 
umanity, and proceeded to Injuries towards 
teir Brethren, paralleled only by their Im- 
ieties towards their Saviour. The moſt Elo- 
vent of the Greet Fathers, the Depth of whoſe 
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e Title of The Divine, has a particular Ora- 


fact, charges them with Immoralities and 
arbarities unworthy of Sober Heathens, and 


Ich unſuitable Practice amongſt the Ortho- 
ox, whoſe Faith had ſweetned their Tempers, 
d taught them to imitate the infinite Con- 
eſcenſion which They profeſſed to acknow- 
doe in a God incarnate. He ſets forth in 
very affecting and pathetical Manner the 
wages of Arian Cruelty, and the Becoming 
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tience under Adverſities, and, which is per- 
em 2 


ſetwufnden They enjoyed it, with Moderation and 
ciples a Greg. Naxjang, Orat. 25. | 


al Ten. 


udgment was equal to the Strain of his Ora- 
fry, inſomuch that He was diſtinguiſhed by 


jon on this very Subject. He dares appeal 


allenges them to give any like Inſtance of 


onduct of real Chriſtians, who ſubmitted with 


ps the more difficult Part, had uſed Power, 
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Tenderneſs: and then leaves All to judge þ 
an Argument which All might comprehend 
the Fruits which their reſpective Doctrine pr 
duced. Tis true, Outward Practice is alot 
no abſolute Proof, but it is a preſumptiye E 
dence of the Truth and Goodneſs of the Dy 
ctrine eſpouſed. It may proceed either frot 
a real Senſe of Piety, or from mere Hume 


ole 
rhich 
tio! 
oper. 
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requi 
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d up 


Art and Policy, which the Searcher of Heat Th 
only can diſtinguiſh ; but where it is Regul; acti 
in Each, and Uniform in Al its Profeſſors, au eſlit) 
coincides with the Tendency of the PrincipliſWund: 
itſelf, there it may juſtly be imputed to i Necet 
Honour of ſuch Faith and ſuch Profeſſors ofi ich 
There are indeed, who contradict and diſgta fit: 
the beſt avowed Principles by unſuitable Live Th 
and there are, it muſt be confeſſed, who WW lo f 
Appearance lead better Lives than any Prin a 


lingu 
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Duty 
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ciples They avow could oblige them to; ji 
ſtill as All reaſonable Men will act ſteadily a 
cording to their Belief, and All but the m 
abandoned will ſometimes be influenced by! 
therefore thoſe bright Examples, which hal 
recommended a Doctrine which is itlelt « 
cording to Godlineſs, are juſtly urged in its F 
your, and do but repay the Debt which Thi 
owed, as ſpringing Themſelves from its Vitt 


and Oy whilſt They, who have weakne 
tho 
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ole great Motives to Piety and Goodneſs, 

nich are drawn from the myſterious Incar- 

ation of the Eternal Son of God, and the 

yernatural Aſſiſtance of the Eternal Spirit, 

we been however leſs inconſiſtent in thoſe 

tequent Breaches of Common Morality, which 

the concurrent Teſtimony of Hiſtory has charg- 
d upon them. 

The Inferences ariſing from the View of the 

ractical Influence of Ga Article, are the Ne- 
fity of avowing and preſſing it as the Vital 
undamental Point of our Religion, and the 
eceſſity of living anſwerably Ourſelves to 
ch efficacious Motives to . as the Belief 


ncipl 
O til 


of 


graf it affords Us. 
Le The Doctrine of the Trinity, We have ſeen, 
vho WS lo far from being a Matter of Speculation, 


a fingle ſeparate Article, that it is the di- 
ünguiſhing Glory of the Goſpel, and in its 
onſequences both explains and enforces our 
Duty in a Degree ſuperior to any other Reye- 
ation real or pretended. The Denial of it 
n any of thoſe various and inconſiſtent He- 
ches alters entirely the Object of our Wor- 
p, the Method and Ground of our Salvation, 
h Thi1d the Motives to our Obedience. It ſtrikes 
Vir the Root of any Adoration of the Son and 
eaknWoly Spirit, excludes their Offices, or the 
th. 1 Weight 
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merit, nor the dreadful Conſequences of Sit 


and Oppoſition to that myſterious Scheme 0 


Earneſt Friends to Virtue? Are We real Ad 


L 26 ] 


Weight of them at leaſt, in the Oeconomy o 
our Redemption; for, as the late learned De 
fender of this Article ſignificantly expreſſes it: 
Upon their Hypotheſis The Grace of our Ian 
« Je ſus Chriſt, and the Love of God and the (in 
« munion of the Holy Ghoſt, will amount onj 
tt to the Love of the Father thrice told, whic 
« ſuperſedes both the Other.” It deſtroys tha 
Myſtery of the Goſpel, which the Apoſtles | 
frequently ſpeak of in ſuch high Terms, ey: 
cuates the Notion of a Propitiatory Atone 
ment, and neither repreſents the heinous De 


trong' 
er the 
ſt on 
0 hig 
0 Nece 
ir the 
s o 
lors 
ner M 
its L 
reſt, 
afluer 
e inſe 
loned 
elleve 


in the ſame Light as the Doctrine of a Diving 
Sacrifice for the Expiation of it. It is no 
therefore merely a Difference of Opinion it 
a particular Article, but it is, as St Paul cal 
it, Another Goſpel, a new and diſtinct Method 
of obtaining Forgiveneſs, in Derogation ofiff 
pncer 
ve, I 
5 to 
teſt © 
\rout 
ime: 
Ti 
ala] 
an a 


Mercy deviſed by the great Governour of thi 
Univerſe ; and therefore, as the ſame Apoſtk 
adds, tho' We or an Angel from Heaven preat 
it, Let Him be Anathema. Are We then! 


mirers of that Morality, which is ſo much! 
the Mouths of Thoſe who are invalidating thi 
« Warland's Importance of the Trinity, p. 64. 

| ſtronge 


8 

rongeſt Enforcements of it? Let Us even 
r the ſake of that Moral Righteouſneſs in- 
it on the Importance of a Doctrine, which 
0 highly improves, ſo warmly recommends, 


Cn neceffarily requires it, and contend earneſtly 
on Mr the Faith once delivered to the Saints, becauſe 
hit ſo effectual to the making Saints of its Pro- 


lors in All After Ages. It confirms all for- 
der Motives to Piety, and adds peculiar ones 
its own: joining Gratitude to Duty and In- 
eſt, and quickning every Principle, which can 


e inſenſible to a Degree of Stupidity, or aban- 
boned even to Self- Condemnation, who can 
no eleve the Abaſement of the Eternal Son of 
od for his Sake, and the gracious Offices of 


he Direction of ſuch Belief. If then We are 
dincere in our Profeſſions of a Regard to Vir- 
ue, Let Us not ſo widely miſtake its Intereſts, 
s to think of ſupporting it by deſtroying the 


irguments from the Exigence of particular 
imes can add Weight to a Duty ſo neceſſary at 


ala Truth, We have every Call upon Us, which 
an awaken the Attention of Thoſe, who have 
D 2 any 


fluence a Rational Creature; ſince He muſt 


kc Bternal Spirit for the ſame End, and can 
oſtibly remain uninfluenced in his Conduct by 


&ſt of Ties and Obligations to it. - And if 


l Times, as that of inſiſting on ſo fundamen- 
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any Love to the Author of their Salvation, fÞhich 


any tender Regard to the Welfare of their Fe greg 
low-Creatures ; when not only Infidels (whid in. 
is little Wonder, ) are daily ridiculing the DgWWiſco' 
ctrines of Redemption and Sanctification, bu at 1 
Many of Thoſe, who till retain the Name ond C 
Chriſtians, have gone more than Half Way te entir 


meet them, and given up all the diſtinguiſiin fen 


Articles of Revealed, in Compliance with ti hilft 
profeſſed Advocates of Natural Religion; wi poi 
Sincerity perhaps pleading vainly and ineff on, 
ctually for That, which the Others never infÞpirit 
tended for more than a Name and Pretence tire 
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the more compleatly to deſtroy Both. Wha 
the Conſequences have been in Fact, whethe 
a Degeneracy of Morals has not followed! 
Proportion to the Corruption of Faith, Expe 
rience may determine; and It is no leſs tha 
Self. Contradiction, however intended, in T hoſ 
who declaim much in Favour of Moral Pra 
ctices, whilſt They are ſtriking at the only Pn 
ciples, which can effectually ſupport them. We 
cannot ſay too much in Favour of Morality 
if We do not place the meritorious Caule 0 
our Salvation upon it; but We diſſerve its In 
tereſt and weaken its Motives, if We inſiſt no 
on the Neceſſity of acknowledging that pte 
pitiatory Atonement and that aſſiſting Grace 

whic 


129 1 


great Variety of Expreſſions diſtinctly aſcer- 


hien. Whilſt Some therefore, even in profeſſed 
Do Diccourſes on the Duties of Chriſtianity, ſhew 
bu bat They diſclaim theſe neceſſary Doctrines, 


E 

y j ſentiments, as if They were afraid of giving 
hinMWOffence to Hereticks or Advantage to Infidels; 
\ thWibilſt on the very Subject of the Inſtitution 
witWorpointed to commemorate our Saviour's Paſ- 
\effeWMſon, and to convey the Grace of the Holy 


Fpirit, We find the Divinity of their Perſons 
enceſWntirely omitted, the Expiation for Sin once 
fered by the One, and the Aſſiſtance conti- 


ethel ally offered by the Other, not only paſſed 
ed ii but expreſsly contradicted, and a different 
xpeWicalon given for both, which reduces the Cha- 


; thaſſWatter of our Saviour to that of a Martyr, and 
Thot the Holy Ghoſt to that of a mere outward 
| PrafWicfling ; whilſt the Articles of our Creed are 


bus attacked by open Enemies and falſe 
riends, It is our Duty on theſe ſeaſonable 
Oecaſions to declare that We are Chriſtians in 
Reality as well as Name, that We have not 
ſcribed Doctrines which our Hearts do not 
lent to, but that We hope to be ſaved by the 
lerits of a Divine tho crucified Saviour, and 


whic ; his 
1 


zhich the Scriptures in numberleſs Places and 


ind Others ſeem cautious of ſpeaking their 
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his Covenant by the Cooperation of the un 
created Spirit. We muſt not in Compliance wit 
Men venture to alter the Scheme, which In 
finite Wiſdom has appointed to bring Us tq 
Himſelf; but We muſt publickly and We n; 
ſecurely adhere to the plain Doctrines of thi 
| Goſpel, and defy the united Efforts of Adver 
ſaries of all Denominations to ſhew any Thin: 
Unworthy of God or Unuſeful to Man, in thi 
Revealed Account of the Incarnation and pa 
ſion of the Second, and the Inſpiration anc 
Concurrence of the Third Perſon in the Hol 
Trinity. This indeed was to the Fews a Stum 
bling Block, and to the Greeks Fooliſbne ſe, whic 
however is a farther Evidence, that it is the re 
Doctrine of the Goſpel; ſince, if That had bee 
Nothing more than the Moral Syſtem which 
Some Men make of it, It could not have been 
ſuch Matter of Offence to the Philoſophers 
who preached up Morality to a tolerable De 
gree Themſelves, and aimed at carrying it 
higher. They would have concurred in thi 
exalted Purity of the Evangelical Precepts, if it 
had not been attended with fuch debaſing Do 
ctrines as intereſted the Deity in the Redem 
ption of Mankind in ſuch a Manner as thelt 
Reaſon would not ſtoop to acknowledge. Bi 


unto Them which are called, as the Apoſtle goe 
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a, This, which the Others eſteemed Fool:ſhneſc, 
no leſs than Chriſt the Power of God and the 
im of God. It is the Completion of a 
cheme deviſed and executed by the Holy Tri- 
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M in Favour of fallen Men, who renounce by 
ine Mercy if They deny the Method; which 1 
ver e muſt therefore inſiſt on as neceſſary, till 0 
ning eir boaſted Reaſon can either invalidate the + 
the idence or ſhew any Abſurdity in the Do- "A 
Paine itſelf; and in this Reſult We are ſuffi- L 
and ently Secure. 

Toll But then It is our farther and principal Care 


do Juſtice to our Holy Belief by a Holy Pra- 
lice, and to give its important Motives a pro- 


reer Weight on our Hearts, For ſince this Do- 


beenMſttine of the Trinity appears to be of ſuch im- N 
nich ediate Practical Influence, We mult not hold 
beende Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, but muſt ſhew = 


herz e Good Effect of it in our whole Converſa- ö 
Deen, and live like Thoſe who believe They ; 
10 Mere not only created and preſerved by God 
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| the e Father, but redeemed by the meritorious f 
„ifi erings of God the Son, and ſanctified by i 
> Doe continual Preſence and Aſſiſtance of God a 
dem e Holy Ghoſt; or as St Peter expreſſes it a 
theist Ep. 1. 2. as being Eleft according to the Fore- 3 

Bu edge of God the Father, thro Sanctiſication ; 


of 
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of the Spirit unto Obedience, and Sprinkling of i 
Blood of Feſus Chriſt, We muſt worſhip Him, 
He has revealed Himſelf to Us, in a Trinity 
Perſons, and pay the Duties arifing from th 
diſtinct Offices of each DivinePerſon, Our Ot 


ligations to our Maker, our Gratitude to oy 


Saviour, and a Reverential Regard to the goo 
Motions of our Daily Aſſiſtant, ſhould diſtin 
guiſh the Profeſſors of this Faith, and We ſhoul 
ſet a ſuitable Value on that Nature, which ha 
its Original at firſt from Heaven, has ſince bee! 
honoured by the Son of God's aſſuming | 
Himſelf, and is ſtill regenerated by the Spit 
of God. This ſhould open our Hearts to 4| 
who are honoured with Us in this Nature, en 
gage Us earneſtly to forward All in the Purlu 
of their true Happinels, and raiſe our Compa 
ſion and Tenderneſs even to Thoſe who de 
ſpiſe their Priviledge and beſt Dignity. Mu 
this Mercy and Care ſhewn to Us All by th 
Holy Trinity prevail with Us to ſhew the ſam 
to Ourſelves and to Each Other, and to pro 
mote the great End of their reſpective Office 
by a ſpeedy Return to Goodneſs and Virtus 
and an Humble Imitation of the Moral Attr 
butes of the Deity. May then the Grace of du 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Love of God and! 
| - Co 


Mun 
to b 
edle I 
; Glo 


Now 
N the 
e und 
„ Al 
Iy, an 
re, 


be Deſire 
preach? 
bas Lor. 


he Etern 
It Whiſt 
re the U 


he Natur 
ered, 


„ 
nunion of the Holy Ghoſt be ſo with Os All, 
to bring Us All to true Faith and fincere 
edience in this World, and thereby to end- 
oo Glory in the Next. 


o o Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 
200d the Holy Ghoſt, Three Divine Perſons in 


Me. 
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le Deſireableneſs of the Chriſtian Faith illuſtrated and apply'd. A Ser- 
preach'd at the Triennial Viſitation of the Right Rev. Father in God 
lus Lord Biſhop of Sarum held at Reading on Thurlday Aug. 30. 1744. 


(an Eternity of Future Puniſhment aſſerted and vindicated. In Anſwer 
I: Whiſton's late Treatiſe on that Subject. In two Sermons preach'd 

nul! - the Univerſity of Oxford. 

ces e Nature, Procedure, Extent, Value and Effects of a Rational Faith 

reed Kered, In two Sermons preach'd before the Univerſity of Oxford. 

Attri 

of ol 

nd th 

lo 


7 — fins 
* Fe - 4 
1 n — 3 4 — 
. 2 * — * _ 


e undivided Eſſence, be aſcribed, as is moſt 
All Honour, Power, Praiſe, Might, Ma- 
y and Dominion, both now and for eyer- 
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